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MORE PICTURE BOOKS

NEW RELEASES SEE PAGE 13

CLARA CAPYBARA
Aleesah Darlison & Ruth-Mary Smith

9781761111952 | WOMBAT BOOKS | Picture Book | 32pp |559 words | Hardback |
7to 6years | JUL 2025 | AU $27.99 | NZ $27.99 | UK £16.99 | US $23.99 | CA $31.99

Clara Capybara loves pleasing others. But with her ‘can do’ attitude,
she's often taken advantage of. When Clara finds herself unable to >
say no to the constant demands on her time, Mama imparts some JUL 2025

wise words to help Clara implement a plan that involves diplomacy and better self-care.
Carrying vital themes of self-care, mental health, diplomacy, and social anxiety, Clara Capybara
possesses layers of meaning. Woven into the story are useful language and literacy elements.

With her ‘can do' attitude, sweet, adorable Clara Capybara struggles to say no. But when
Mama offers some wise words, Clara learns a valuable lesson in diplomacy and self-care.

« A fun, entertaining story with a subtle but important » Language and literacy elements teaching synonyms
message with vital themes of self-care, mental health, and alliteration are woven into the story

diplomacy, setting boundaries, and social anxiety L ) )
» Gorgeous, engaging illustrations featuring

= With its instantly recognisable main character, capybaras and other well-known animals
pertinent themes, and literacy elements, the book
offers many opportunities for further exploration in
the classroom

= A new picture book from internationally published,
award-winning author, Aleesah Darlison

FLUTE: A DOLPHIN’S WILD
JOURNEY HOME

Kasey Whitelaw & Jenni Goodman

9781761112294 | WOMBAT BOOKS | Picture Book | 32pp | 300 words | Hardback | 4 to
7 years | AUG 2025 | AU $29.99 | NZ $29.99 | UK £18.99 | US $25.99 | CA $34.99

Flute loves to frolic, splash and play. But when a high-speed boat separates
her from her party, she is alone and in danger. Flute embarks on a wild
journey, determined to find her way back home to safety. This heartwarming and hopeful story,
written by a marine biologist, is based on true events. It celebrates themes of togetherness,
support, determination. Flute shows young readers resilience in the face of challenges and
raises vital awareness of threats to dolphins world-wide. The back matter provides practical
ways to help conserve dolphins.

AUG 2025

Determination and togetherness, seen through the eyes of Flute the wild dolphin,
who overcomes many threats.

« Written by a marine biologist, Flute is based on the = Highlights boating and noise pollution as a major
latest science and real observations, woven into a threat to dolphins, while promoting the conservation
thought-provoking, inspiring story. of dolphin populations world-wide and encouraging

ractical ways to help.
- Themes of togetherness, support, and determination P 4 P
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MORE PICTURE BOOKS

NEW RELEASES SEE PAGE 13

MY MOTHER'’S INVISIBLE SHIELD
R. A. Stephens & Jasmine Berry

9781761111945 | WOMBAT BOOKS | Picture Book | 32pp | 300 words | Hardback |
3to 6 years | MAR 2025 | AU $24.99 | NZ $24.99 | UK £12.99 | US $19.99 | CA $26.99

Written from the perspective of a child, this interactive picture book
playfully comments on the multifaceted talent of mums, living their life HEe =
and loving their kids. My mother has an invisible shield. No matter what MAR 2025

her mischievous children attempt, their mother is always ready and prepared. It's like she has
a sensor that warns her whenever they're up to something. But there's one way to get through
her shield. And the kids know that too.

A charming rhyming interaction between a child and parent to celebrate how a
Mother sees everything, containing a real family message.

« A celebration of interactions between mothers and = Aimed to an older audience than similar books on
their children. Beautiful illustrations with lots of the market with important appreciation for mothers

action to engage readers )
ga9 « It playfully comments on the multifaceted and

- Rhyming prose perfect for parents to read aloud to talented aspects of mums, doing their life and still
their children loving their kids

Angie Cui & Novia Heroanto

9781761112362 | WOMBAT BOOKS | Picture Book | 32pp | 300 words | Hardback | 4 to 7 years |
JUN 2025 | AU $27.99 | NZ $27.99 | UK £16.99 | US $23.99 | CA $31.99

Our Map is a touching story about JJ and his friend Lee, who embark on
a journey to explore their diverse heritages. When they can't find Lee's
parents’ country on a traditional map, they decide to create their own. This
beautifully illustrated book encourages children to appreciate their backgrounds and promotes
cultural understanding. Perfect for young readers, families, and educators, Our Map celebrates
diversity, friendship, and the power of imagination.

A journey through maps, friendship, and belonging, as JJ and Lee create a
unique map that celebrates their diverse heritage.

« Celebrates Cultural Diversity and Heritage: Our Map offers a unique exploration of different cultures and
backgrounds, making it a valuable tool for teaching children about global diversity and empathy. Ideal for
ages 5-8.

« Promotes Creativity and Imagination: Encourages = Timely and Relevant: Addresses contemporary
young readers to use their creativity to create new issues such as refugee experiences and the loss
maps and stories, fostering imaginative thinking and of homelands, providing a sensitive and insightful
problem-solving skills. perspective that resonates with today's world.
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MORE PICTURE BOOKS
SEE PAGE 13

NEW RELEASES

JUNIPER'S MAVIS: "
PAINTING THE LITTLE
PLANE SPOTTER

Catherine Bauer &

Jennifer Horn Angela Tonolio &

Shannon Melville
9781761112409 | WOMBAT

BOOKS | Picture Book | e &
32pp | 494 words | Hardback | OCT 2025 BOOKS | Picture Book | MAR 2025 §

4107 years | OCT 2025 | AU $26.99 | NZ $27.99 | 32pp | 641 words | Hardback |
UK £16.99 | US $21.99 | CA $29.99 4to7years | MAR 2025 | AU $27.99 | NZ $27.99 |

UK £16.99 | US $21.99 | CA $29.99

9781761111938 | WOMBAT

Juniper is stuck in her beachside home. All , , ,
she wants is to play on the sand, but it's too Mavis, the' Little Plane 'Spotter, examines
wet and Mamma'’s busy with work. Eventually, the role children played in World War Two.
Juniper runs out of indoor games, so Mamma Mavis is frustrated when she is told she is
suggests she paint a picture. Juniper decides | 00 young to help the war effort, but When
to paint her beloved beach. By the time it's she discovers she can volunteer alongside
complete, Juniper is surprised to see that | her older sister, she becomes an enemy

something has changed! plane spotter and must keep her eyes on the
) ) ) skies. Imagine her surprise when she sees
Helps children patiently navigate an enemy bomber fly over her hometown!
disappointment, embrace their creativity, : : }
and find enjoyment in the present. Celebrating children’s potential to be

hometown heroes in a pivotal moment

» Helps children learn self-reliance and independent in Australia’s wartime history.

play.

- Beautiful illustrations bloom on the pages in line
with Juniper’s blossoming imagination.

SKIPPY BLACKFEET AT

i A
Rebecca Fraser & Jennifer Horn e
9781761111662 | WOMBAT BOOKS | Junior Fiction | 112pp | 12,000 words | Hardback | 7 to 12 years |

MAR 2025 | AU $19.99 | NZ $22.99 | UK £12.99 | US $16.99 | CA $22.99 /%
‘ HE’ 4
A

- a non-confronting introduction to wartime issues
based on real-life events and people.

Skippy Blackfeet lives behind the cemetery walls. He's often hungry and
lonely... but at least he's safe. When May finds Skippy Blackfeet and brings
him home, their adventures have only just begun. For starters they need to win
May's dad over. Then there’s the fierce neighbourhood dog, birthday party bungles, tumultuous
trips to town, fireworks and thunderstorms, and everything in between! But Skippy Blackfeet
and May go together like milk and sardines, and together they can face any challenge.

‘Rebecca Fraser

Skippy Blackfeet is a heartwarming tale of friendship, acceptance, and belonging
that will appeal to anyone who has every questioned their place in the world.

« Introduces neurodivergence in a positive and « An accessible story written with lyrical and
understated way, as part of the everyday experience, expansive prose to appeal to both confident and
and the importance and impact of animals for reluctant readers. Illustrated to add to story-telling
emotional support and companionship. scaffolding and target readership appeal.
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ARIANA TREASURE SERIES (=775

Jacqueline de Rose-Ahern & Karen Eramus

WOMBAT BOOKS | Junior Fiction | 48-64pp | 1,500 words | Paperback | 4 to 8 years | AU $10.99 |
NZ $11.99 | UK £6.99 | US $8.99 | CA $11.99

In the Ariana Treasure early reader series there are always problems to solve
and fun to be had. Ariana often saves the day with her quick thinking and
thoughtful spirit. The stories explore friendship, families, diversity, courage and
sustainability.

Join Ariana at the Treasure Chest - the best thrift shop in town!

The Missing Book (9781761111808 | MAR 2025): Ariana is excited to hear
there is a new kid in town. She can't wait to show him around the Treasure
Chest. Can Ariana use the treasures from the thrift shop to help make a new
friend and find her missing book?

The Secret Ingredient (9781761111822 | MAR 2025): Come and find the
secret ingredient. Ariana is excited for the food truck competition. Her friend's
Hunter and Jake are confident their family will win the big prize. All they need is
a standout dish and thanks to the Treasure Chest they think they have it.

The Lucky Shoes (9781761111846 | MIAY 2025): Ariana Treasure loves
helping a friend and Maya definitely needs help. There's a talent show at
school, but Maya thinks she has no talent. Can Ariana help Maya discover her
special talent before show day? Afterall Ariana knows we all have talents.

The Lost Frog (9781761111860 | JUL 2025): Ariana Treasure loves animals but
what happens when a mischievous frog accidentally ends up at her mother's
thrift shop, The Treasure Chest? Can Ariana help get the lost frog home before
it causes too much trouble?

The Perfect Day (9781761111884 | SEP 2025): Aunt Grace is getting married
and Ariana is so excited! She is going to be a flower girl. But the wedding cake
and dress are ruined in an accident! Can Ariana find a way to fix Aunt Grace's
perfect day?

The Fundraiser (9781761111907 | NOV 2025): Oh no, the Treasure Chest has
to close! Ariana is heart broken and mum is out of ideas. Mr Francis wants to
buy the thrift shop and turn it into a cafe. Can the community come together to
find a way to help save her grandpa'’s shop?

« Encourages creative problem-solving » Promotes kindness, friendship, and
strategies teamwork while celebrating diversity and

. N . multiculturalism.
« Emphasis on sustainability and caring for

the environment through reusing » Beginning reader friendly, with short
chapters.




NEW RELEASES
BRONTE'S BIG BRONTE'S

Yo 1 uliness

BUSINESS Mg

Liane Young & Tamlyn Teow 1
i

i

9781925563863 | WOMBAT BOOKS | x 1
Junior Fiction | 96pp | 8,000 words | /;}fA Aﬁi’;‘
Paperback | 7 to 12 years | JUN 2025 | JUN 2025

AU $14.99 | NZ $14.99 | UK £9.99 | US $11.99 | CA $14.99

Bronte has always loved the beach, but not
everyone respects the beach as much as they
should. So she decides to do something about
it! After some brainstorming with her friends,
she comes up with a creative solution to the
litter problem—but will she become a victim
of her own success? She might need some
advice to help her out.

An Australian Girl story about taking action
within your means.

« Realisticand a
relateable characters
for kids to empathise
with and written with
an optimistic tone and
hope for the future.

« Promoting nuanced
discussion about the
pressure children feel
about the world today,
and the hidden dangers
of over working yourself.

MORE JUNIOR FICTION

SEE PAGE 20

MATILDA'’S FROG |
TROUBLE |

Kate Gordon & Tamlyn Teow

%
4

9781925563887 | WOMBAT BOOKS |
Junior Fiction | 96pp | 8,000 words |
Paperback | 9 to 13 years | AUG 2025 |
AU $14.99 | NZ $14.99 | UK £9,99 | US $11.99 | CA $14.99

After travelling with her family, Matilda is
back in Australia. She loves visiting her
cousin Emily and watching the frogs by the
creek. One day, Emily finds an old tin with a
Chinese character on it. Where did it come
from? Things get more mysterious—and
adventurous—when a naughty froglet, hiding
in Matilda's jacket, escapes. Now there is a
mystery to solve and a frog to find!

A story about history and about
friendship—between people from far-off
lands, and girls who seem different at first,
but are really quite alike.

= A group of friends uncover a long lost immigrant love
story about during Australian gold rush period.

THE LOST LOOT OF LIMA
Melissa Wray & Sandy Flett

to his treasured grandfather.

« High stakes adventure story inspired by historical
folklore.

« Engaging plot line that offers mystery, intrigue, twists
and a satisfying ending.

9781761111600 | WOMBAT BOOKS | Junior Fiction | 128pp | 20,000 words | Paperback |
7to12years | JUN 2025 | AU $14.99 | NZ $16.99 | UK £8.99 | US $11.99 | CA $15.99

For ten-year-old Benjamin being a treasure hunter is great. Learning he is a
pirate, that's even better. Ben discovers a treasure map left by his grandfather :
and embarks on one last treasure hunt with the help of his Nan. But does
someone else know about the location of the treasure? Ben must face danger and use his wits,
or risk losing the loot forever. But more importantly, Ben must deal with his grief and say goodbye

JUN 2025

A thrilling adventure story about pirates, a mysterious map, a long lost treasure,
and say goodbye to a treasured loved one.

« Includes themes of grief in a heartfelt and tender way.

= The author's note at the end gives a more detailed

account of the legend of the Lost Loot of Lima and
history into the real-life attempts made to uncover the
buried treasure at Queenscliff.
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MORE MIDDLE FICTION

NEW RELEASES SEE PAGE 22

HARPER WELLS: RENEGADE TIMELINE OFFICER
Bethany Loveridge

9781761112928 | WOMBAT BOOKS | 236pp | 50,037 words | Paperback | 10+ years | SEP 2025 |
AU $17.99 | NZ $18.99 | UK £9.99 | US $12.99 | CA $17.99

Harper Wells finally gets a room of her own, away from her annoying big At ‘
brother. But on the first night in her brand-new bed, she wakes up in the past [&
and meets a young girl named Edie. Has what Harper said to her changed the SEP 2025
course of Australia’s history? And who does her strange time-travelling bed really belong to?
The answer throws her into a world of time-travelling spies and puts her life in danger as she
tries to find a missing girl before time runs out.

An exciting time travel journey about finding a missing time agent while trying to keep
Australian history from being rewritten.

« An exciting time travel adventure, combining » The main character is a feisty heroine who knows
suspense with problem-solving while exploring how to stand up for herself and tries to set things
Australian history and how it shaped the world we right instead of walking away.
live in.

- Explores grief at the loss of a parent and the effect it
« Featuring Edith Cowan, the first woman elected has on a family.
(1921) to an Australian parliament.

THE KING'S CONSERVATORIUM
Emma Cameron

9781761112720 | WOMBAT BOOKS | 184pp | 36,400 words | Paperback | 10 to 13 years | SEP 2025 |
AU $16.99 | NZ $19.99 | UK £10.99 | US $13.99 | CA $18.99

When twelve-year-old Garlan and his mute brother Cadell are forced to run
from their abusive guardians, they plan to find the land beyond their own, a Al
place where they're allowed to sing, unlike the laws that banish all forms of SEP 2025
music in their home in Elatha. They begin a dangerous journey to cross the great wall at the
kingdom'’s border. Pursued by the King's Guard and facing untold dangers, can they find this
magical place or will it separate them forever?

In a kingdom where music is forbidden, two brothers seek a
place where they can be together and be free to sing.

« The two brothers must rely on each other to make it - Heart-warming, finely nuanced writing deftly
through a dangerous and fraught journey, and their showcases a brotherly relationship that flourishes
trust and love for one another is what keeps them with humour and love.

ing despite adversity. . . L
going despite adversity « |deal for readers who enjoy a bit of magic with a

« Perfect for those not yet ready to embark on fantasy, touching and satisfying surprise ending.
this fable immerses readers in a dystopian world
where two boys must make life-changing decisions.
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MORE MIDDLE FICTION

NEW RELEASES SEE PAGE 22
ALWAYS, YOUR SISTER Abways,

Frances Prentice YOUR SISTER

9781761112065 | WOMBAT BOOKS | 224pp | 41,300 words | Paperback | 9 to 12 years | MAR 2025 |
AU $17.99 | NZ $19.99 | UK £10.99 | US $12.99 | CA $19.99 | - |

T

Four years ago, Millie lost her baby brother Noah before he could be born.
She writes to him in heaven often and confides in him her anxieties about her Trunces Presoe
mother’s pregnancy. Millie is both excited and scared. What if the baby dies S 1L\
like Noah did? Challenges arise with friendship issues and rural living during a drought, but
Millie comes to realise that she is more resilient than she ever believed. Millie has a lot of big,
mixed feelings, but her loved ones are there for her.

A beautiful story about the lingering impact of losing a sibling to stillbirth, the tentative
hope of a new pregnancy, and the strength and love of a family through it all.

« Discusses the impact of a stillbirth on siblings. Can = Explores middle grade friendship dynamics, with a
be used both in a school and home setting to enable  focus on learning to appreciate differences.

tough conversations with young people. ) , . e
9 young peop = Written in a rural setting, with insight into town and

- Highlights the importance of school chaplains in their farm life.
ability to help children cope with mental health issues.

ELSEWHERE
Shelby Matheson

9781761112140 | WOMBAT BOOKS | 280pp | 80,000 words | Paperback | 10+ years | JUN 2025 |
AU $19.99 | NZ $24.99 | UK £12.99 | US $16.99 | CA $19.99

At the outbreak of World War |, eleven-year-old Elsie Clarke is sent to a
mysterious school in the woods for only the most talented and intelligent
children. But fewer still are invited to the other side - a sentient forest called
Elsewhere with a magical secret. That secret is the only power on Elsie's side when the
formidable headmistress reveals that she'll do whatever it takes to win the war, even if it means
ridding the students of their childhood.

Elsewhere returns to the wonder of classic children’s literature, providing nostalgia for
older readers and a meaningful adventure for younger readers, featuring magical talents,
a formidable headmistress, and the horrors of World War I.

« A unique magic system and talent-based powers. «» Centred around WW1, its role in history, and the

different cultures who played a part in it.
« A fun, Matilda-esque adventure for middle-grade to play P

young adult readers. - Easter eggs and tributes to classic children’s
literature.
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NEW RELEASES

iy SKIN
i Deborah Kelly

9781761112454 | RHIZA EDGE |
128pp | 17,000 words | Paperback |
APR 2025 | AU $14.99 | NZ $16.99 |
UK £9.99 | US $11.99 | CA $16.99 |
Reading age of 9+, Interest age 13+

When a freckle on her cheek turns out to
be a rare form of melanoma, surgery leaves
fourteen-year-old Lexie with a large scar.
Suddenly, her confidence has vanished, her
friendships have changed and the very thing
she has always loved—public speaking—now
strikes terror into her heart. A relatable and
timely story for teenagers and young adults
about overcoming obstacles, navigating
friendships and finding out that our worth is
far more than just skin deep.

When a freckle on Lexie's cheek turns into
a scar her confidence vanishes.

- Explores common issues currently facing teens
raised in an age of social media, inlcuding navigating
friendships—both in- and outside of social media,
feelings of loneliness and isolation, and the hidden
power of self-esteem, wellbeing and mental health.

fi NO DRESS,

R. A. Stephens

9781761112485 | RHIZA EDGE |
128pp | 17,000 words | Paperback |
JUN 2025 | AU $14.99 | NZ $16.99 |
UK £9.99 | US $11.99 | CA $14.99 |
Reading age of 10 +, Interest age 13+

Graduation is just over a year away, but all
Tarni can think about is her Year 12 formal.
The shoes, the makeup, the car, the photos
and most importantly, the dress! But Tarni's
perfect dress is a whopping $950, and she
will have to save every cent to get it. Tarni
checks each item off her list, one by one,
but by the time she's saved enough money,
the dress has disappeared! Can she find her
perfect dress—and in the right size? And
what will she do when she graduates?

Will this fashion fail really ruin Tarni's
perfect formal? Not if she can help it.

« Depicts real, relatable challenges that teens face
and practical outside-the-box solutions within their
reach.

FLIP

) Rebecca Fraser

= Contemporary Australian story with topical and
current issues such as the housing crisis.

Good luck is hard to find and now Denim
has a tough decision to make.

9781761112898 | RHIZA EDGE | 120pp | 16,440 words | Paperback | SEP 2025 | AU $14.99 |
NZ $16.99 | UK £9.99 | US $11.99 | CA $14.99 | Reading age of 10 +, Interest age 13+

Denim wishes he could flip his life, just like the vintage items he finds and sells ‘&
online. When he and his dad arrive in a small town where everyone knows each
other, he feels more of a misfit than ever and nothing goes right in school. Then
he meets Mina and things start to look a little brighter. But one of his flips goes horribly wrong
and it could ruin their friendship forever. Can he flip it back?

REBECCA FRAS
SEP 2025

- Explores grief through the loss of a parent to cancer

and the impacts of dementia.

Find the full list of Rhiza Shorts on our website:
wombatrhiza.com.au/
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NEW RELEASES

/
in LIKE, COMMENT, SUBSCRIBE? Like
Kat Ost

9781761112577 | RHIZA EDGE | 128pp | 17,000 words | Paperback | AUG 2025 | AU $14.99 |
NZ $16.99 | UK £9.99 | US $11.99 | CA $14.99 | Reading age of 10 +, Interest age 13+

ik

When her online baking platform starts to lose popularity and instead attracts O
critical comments about her appearance and age, fifteen-year-old 'kidfluencer’ A
Becca starts to question the influencer life that has supported her family since ’m*
she was a cute toddler. Can an unexpected friendship in an online writing community help her
find the words and courage to find a path out from behind the camera and into real life?

Influencer by day, poet by night—Becca must choose between her
online life and the real-life she craves.

» Deals with familiar coming-of-age issues of identity, - Offers a behind-the-scenes glimpse of the world of
social connection, friendship, parental expectations, influencers, including the isolation that comes with
mental health and social media. online fame and the often-hidden stresses.

« Promotes themes of self-acceptance and personal = Looks at the contemporary issue of social media
growth, and provides commentary on the state and its impact on identity, relationships and mental
of social media culture, highlighting the often health via the current, growing phenomenon of
problematic and destructive obsession with online kidfluencers”.

followers, likes, and online validation.

ifs THE DAY THE BRIDGE FELL

Coral Vass

9781761112799 | RHIZA EDGE | 124pp | 17,170 words | Paperback | OCT 2025 | AU $14.99 |
NZ $16.99 | UK £9.99 | US $11.99 | CA $14.99 | Reading age of 10 +, Interest age 13+

Obsessed with the construction of Melbourne’s new West Gate Bridge, % |
where his father works, Ray Johnston overhears a conversation about a fault {/f”?}i
in the bridge and a plan to loosen its bolts. He tells his best friend Tom and OCT 2025
confides in his father, who insists that he keeps quiet about it. Ray is devastated when he
hears sirens coming from the worksite. He races there to find that the bridge has fallen,
taking several workers with it. Is his dad one of them?

When the West Gate Bridge collapses,
two friends wrestle with the tragedy as their lives are changed forever.

« Australian historical fiction of the construction « Includes a glossary to extend vocabulary in readers.
of Melbourne's West Gate Bridge, which links to
National Curriculum teaching objectives. Factual
information is included at the end of the book.

= Fetures two boys who become men when the West
Gate Bridge collapses.

= A novel suitable for reluctant readers.

Find the full list of Rhiza Shorts on our website:
wombatrhiza.com.au/
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WAYS TO DIE RIGHT

Catriona McKeown

9781761112515 | RHIZA EDGE | 128pp | 17,000 words | Paperback | MAY 2025 | AU $14.99 |
NZ $16.99 | UK £9.99 | US $11.99 | CA $14.99 | Reading age of 10+, Interest age 15+ g BiE L
Joel is no stranger to death. With his mom battling cancer and his sister’s 3 §
grave site to care for, death is a topic never far from his mind. So, when %
Joel learns how bad traditional burials are to the environment, he takes it MAY 2025
on himself to teach the world about green burials. Trent, Joel's arch-nemesis, takes it upon
himself to argue the opposite. Trent thinks cemeteries are important. He's not afraid to
challenge Joel in a public setting. Joel finds himself having to fight for what he believes in and
learn to face his fears and make his voice heard.

Joel is a young teen dealing with grief and stands for “green burials”
in a public debate against his rival, Trent.

« A story about loss, facing fears, fighting for one's « A story that raises meaningful questions about
beliefs, and learning to make your voice heard. about life, the environment, and the future, giving
teens the opportunity to consider their family, their
friends, their surroundings, and how they can make

the world a better place.

« Explores environmentalism in relation to burials,
and the interesting conflict between respecting
traditions and meaningful progression.

fi HOLDING BACK

Frances Prentice

9781761112546 | RHIZA EDGE | 128pp | 17,000 words | Paperback | JUL 2025 | AU $14.99 |
NZ $16.99 | UK £9.99 | US $11.99 | CA $14.99 | Reading age of 10 +, Interest age 14+

Nick is a fifteen-year-old homeschooler who lacks confidence. He tends to  §i (1) ®1) i, (H
be a bit of a loner and his only friend is his little sister. In his campdrafting BA‘!
events, Nick gets nervous, makes hasty decisions and stuffs up. His little JUL 2025
sister does much better in the sport than he does and is much less awkward around the
other competitors. But Nick wants things to change, so he challenges himself to make some
friends. He joins a local swim club which challenges him both physically and socially, bringing
out his competitive side and encouraging him to break out of his shell. He's been holding
back for too long. It's time to take a chance and see what will happen ...

Stepping out of your comfort zone is an intimidating task, especially when you
feel alone. But, as Nick discovers, to make friends and win competitions,
you have to stop holding yourself back.

« A depiction of the unique struggles that - A story for boys from a male perspective about
homeschooling teens face and encouraging the coming into your own, finding your voice and
socially insecure to step out of their comfort zone. discovering your inner strength.

Find the full list of Rhiza Shorts on our website:
wombatrhiza.com.au/
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NEW RELEASES

LAST CHANCE

JOEY
Meredith Resce

9781761112614 | RHIZA EDGE |
Young Adult | 248pp | 62,500

words | Paperback | 13+ years |
OCT 2025 | AU $19.99 | NZ $21.99 |
UK £12.99 | US $16.99 | CA $22.99

MEREDITH RESCE

OCT 2025

Expelled from three schools, Joey's been sent
to the country to help an old man recovering
from an accident. No phone, no wi-fi, no
friends. He doesn't know how he'll cope.
Except that Young Harry might just be the
best friend he's ever had, even if he's eighty-
five. Can Joey find acceptance in a small town
that views him as an outsider and has never
accepted Harry? And can Joey escape his
past or will it follow him?

Joey's been sent to the country to help an
old man. Will it turn his life around or will his
past follow him?

« Features representation of dyslexia and
overcoming its difficulties with prevalent themes of
inclusion and overcoming a troubled past.

« A story with multigenerational friendship with
intergenerational care and support.

NEW RELEASES
RELENTLESS

Amanda Deed

« Medieval style romance based on The Allegory of
Unfaithful Israel in Ezekiel 16.

9781761112119 | RHIZA PRESS | Historical Romance | 300pp | 90,000 words | Paperback |
18+ years | JUL 2025 | AU $24.99 | NZ $26.99 | UK £14.99 | US $19.99 | CA $26.99

Beyond reason. Beyond comprehension. Beyond her darkest treachery. He
loved her. Lord Derryk, Baron of Eorden and Renata of the March's relationship
is bound for turmoil. With malevolent forces at work determined to separate
them and ultimately overturn the kingdom, and deep doubts within, how far into darkness will
Renata fall? Will she see the truth in time? And can the strength of Derryk’s love save them?

MORE YOUNG ADULT
SEE PAGE 25

GOOD LUCK
AND OTHER LIES

Catriona McKeown

9781761111969 | RHIZA

EDGE | Young Adult | 260pp |
70,000 words | Paperback | 13+
years | JUN 2025 | AU $21.99 |

JUN 2025
NZ $22.99 | UK £12.99 | US $16.99 | CA $22.99

Imagine being one of six high school students
who win a 50 million-dollar lotto prize. What
would you buy first? The latest phone? A
new wardrobe? A fancy car to learn to drive
in? Cassie and her friends get to do exactly
that - until they find their lives spiralling into
a web of secrets, deception, and danger. Past
suspicions are renewed, blurring the truth,
and they are left struggling to protect one
another from the outside world that threatens
to take away their newfound freedom.

A heart-pounding tale of wealth, deceit,
and moral reckoning, entangled in a
treacherous game.
« Keeps the reader guessing as to who is telling the

truth, and who is trying to sabotage their good luck
for their own selfish motives.

- Explores the increasing role of Artificial Intelligence
in our lives, and its potential.

MORE ADULT

SEE PAGE 31

Beyond reason and comprehension. T AMANDA
Beyond her darkest treachery. He loved her. ;

JUL 2025

» Themes of the struggle of good vs evil, the heroic
sacrifice, and unconditional love.
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PICTURE BOOKS

DRAGON GUEST
HANDBOOK

Jeanette Stampone &
Novia Heroanto

Y
I ks

9781761111686 | WOMBAT BOOKS |
32pp | 350 words | Hardback | 4 to 8 years | SEP 2024 |
AU $26.99 | NZ $29.99 | UK £15.99 | US $19.99 | CA $26.99

You should always be prepared for when a
dragon tourist lands in your backyard. Your
visitor will need to meet the family, learn
table manners and go sightseeing. While this
hilarious book is full of silliness, it also explores
language barriers. The heartwarming ending
leaves readers with a beautiful message of
embracing differences.

The essential handbook for welcoming
your visiting dragon.

« Presented as a manual/handbook, this hilarious
book, full of silliness, also explores language
barriers and non-verbal communication through
entertaining a fun, child-friendly dragon character.

WALLS

Tania Ingram &
Ruth-Mary Smith

9781761111518 | WOMBAT BOOKS |
32pp | 150 words | Hardback |

o)

f -.{!'_f‘
4108 years | JUL 2024 | AU $26.99 | NZ $29.99 |
UK £15.99 | US $20.99 | CA $27.99

A Viking and a Knight are both convinced that
they live on the best side of the book. When
each becomes suspicious of the other, their
solution is to build walls for safety. But in their
quest to build the better wall, will they fail to
see the environmental dangers that threatens
both sides of the book?

A book about differences, choices,
prejudice and seeing the bigger picture.

« A story about differences, prejudice and fear. What
happens when we fail to look at the bigger picture

+ Environmental impact of choices, empathy and
understanding toward others.

LITTLE HORSES
Deborah Kelly & Jenni
Goodman

9781761111310 | WOMBAT BOOKS |
32pp | 240 words | Hardback | 4 to 8 years | FEB 2024 |
AU $24.99 | NZ $24.99 | UK £14.99 | US $18.99 | CA $25.99

Beneath the waters of a calm bay, seahorses
hide from predators, feed on shrimp and raise
their young. But when a storm destroys their
habitat, they are left exposed and without
food. Until, a Marine Biologist comes up with
a clever invention to provide them with shelter
and food while the natural environment
recovers.

An Australian conservation success story
about seahorses, inspired by true events.

= Example of thinking outside of the box to solve
problems with links to primary school syllabus-
science, conservation, inventions.
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BOOTS
Elisabeth Pulsford &
Krista Brennan

9781761111037 | WOMBAT BOOKS |
32pp | 300 words | Hardback | 3 to 8 years | MAY 2024 |
AU $26.99 | NZ $29.99 | UK £15.99 | US $19.99 | CA $26.99

Our lives are measured by the places we
hold dear, the people we love and the paths
we have trodden. So, who better to tell our
stories than the shoes we wear?

If your boots could tell a story,
what would they say?

+ Highlighting a facet of the Australian identity,
designed to enlighten readers of all nationalities and
shed light on the adversities that rural Australians
face. Opportunities for discussion on World War Il
the Rural Fire Brigade, weather events.

« Themes such as community, family, resilience,
hardship, love and loss, what it means to be an
‘everyday hero’, and to consider what how they

might define ‘a life well lived.'

www.wombatrhiza.com.au



PICTURE BOOK

APPLES NOT

ORPLES
R. A. Stephens &
Carmen Dougherty

Dv'
s

R. A Siephens Carmen Dogherty

9781761111693 | WOMBAT BOOKS |
32pp | 120 words | Hardback | 4 to Adult | OCT 2024 |
AU $24.99 | NZ $24.99 | UK £14.99 | US $18.99 | CA $25.99

Apples Not Orples is a rule-following, and
slightly rule-breaking, counting adventure.
This quirky introduction to like terms will help
children understand a fundamental principle
of algebra and patterns. Teachers can use this
resource to engage readers in all the different
ways you can go wrong in adding like terms.

An alternate counting book that shows why
you can't add things that aren’t the same.

+ Children and teens easily mix up their addition in
algebra. STEM book (specifically for maths).Helps
students with understanding why you can't mix and
match.

SHADOW PLAY
Kate Forsyth &
Rosalie Street

9781925563740 | WOMBAT
BOOKS | 32pp | 158 words |
Hardback | 4 to 8 years | AUG 2024 | AU $26.99 |
NZ $29.99 | UK £15.99 | US $20.99 | CA $27.99

A beautiful story of friendship and overcoming
your fears. Using imaginative play, Ziggy
shows Minnie May that her shadow doesn't
have to be scary. For all children who are
held back by fear to learn that a change in
perspective can change your life.

A beautiful story for all the children
who are held back by fear. A change in
perspective can change your life.

» Encourages self-acceptance and emotional
awareness. Strong themes of overcoming your fears.

» Utilises beautiful and emotive illustrations to
encourage imaginative play with your friends.

GIOVANNI

Crystal Corocher &
Margeaux Davis

Giovanni

9781761111235 | WOMBAT BOOKS |
32pp | 1,000 words | Hardback | 4

to 8 years | OCT 2023 | AU $24.99 |
NZ $24.99 | UK £14.99 | US $18.99 | CA $25.99

In the tradition of great high seas adventure
stories of times passed, with one key difference
- this is a true story! The epic adventure of four-
year-old Giovanni and the journey that could
have ended his life, bringing him instead to start
a new adventure in a new country, Australia.

This is a true story of some of the first
Italian migrants to arrive in Australia and
the perilous journey they survived in 1881.

= An important part of Australia's migration history,
told for the first time.

« A survival story that evokes empathy and
understanding toward migrants.

AMIRA’'S MAGPIE Qmivas
Kate Gordon & 4 (Maagpie
Krista Brennan ' Q
A,
9781925563986 | WOMBAT BOOKS | 7" ,ﬂ
32pp | 200 words | Hardback | T
41010 years | OCT 2021 | AU $24.99 |
NZ $24.99

Amira’s Magpie is a story of friendship, family
and escape; of bravery and resilience in the
face of hardship. It is the story of hope we find
in small happinesses, even when it seems like
all hope is lost. In a beautifully lyrical way, this
gentle yet powerful story reminds us of asylum
seekers and anyone who longs for home.

Hope can be found even in smallest
happinesses, when it seems like all
hope is lost.

+ Using lyrical prose, we are reminded of asylum
seekers and those who long for home.
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IFI WERE A

LION

Kitty Black &

Giuseppe Poli -~ & lion
kittyBlack Giuseppe

9781761110191 | WOMBAT A,

BOOKS | 32pp | 250 words | sﬁc' /
y

Hardback | 4 to 6 years | ‘

JUN 2023 | AU $24.99 | NZ $26.99 | UK £14.99 |
US $18.99 | CA $25.99

If I Were A Lion follows the journey of different
children as they express admiration for
different lion traits, wishing they had the same
courage, curiosity, lounging ability or terrific
smile that lions do. But, with the wishing comes
the realisation that those same abilities are the
ones they already have. Everyone can be a lion,
everyone is fierce and free to be themselves!

If | Were A Lion is a frolicsome anthem of
self-affirmation for all children.

- Charming, expressive and colourful illustrations that
capture the energy and innocence of childhood.

« Teaches children the importance of self-acceptance
and how to identify traits they admire of others in

PICTURE BOOK

HEAVY
Dannika Patterson
& Davilyn Lynch

9781761111020 | WOMBAT
BOOKS | 32pp | 350 words |
Hardback | 4 to 8 years |
MAR 2023 | AU $24.99 | ,
NZ $24.99 | UK £14.99 | US $18.99 | CA $25.99

Nina uses her powers of invention to teach her
family of incredibly strong women how to take a
break from their busy work at the Wildlife Rescue
Centre. Dannika Patterson's exciting language
combines with Davilyn Lynch’s dynamic artwork
to create a fun, animal-filled allegory for children
that explores prioritising, sharing the load and
the beauty of doing just one thing at a time.

Heavy is an empowering children’s book
about a family of very strong women, an
inventive girl, and the value of rest.

= Themes of family, diversity, equality, familial/societal

expectations of women and girls, and celebrating
International Women's Day

» STEAM curriculum links in the examples of main
character Nina's inventions (Science: force, push/

32pp | 407 words | Paperback |
2to 7 years | APR 2023 |
AU $17.99 | NZ $18.99 | UK £9,99 |

This tale of two sisters shows how people
work differently, and how we can harness
our differences to get better results.

« Teaches children that people are different and the
importance of communication. Perfect book to help
young children develop good sibling relationships

» Colourful illustrations show the sisters engaging in
creative play, designing and building

15 | Picture Books

themselves pull, use of pulleys, etc)
MILA AND IVY SOMETHING
Katrina McKelvey BROKEN,
& Jasmine Berry SOMETHING
9781761111112 | WOMBAT BOOKS | FIXED

Kathryn England
& Davilyn Lynch

feg=f

9781761110825 | WOMBAT BOOKS | 32pp | Paperback |
6010 years | JUN 2022 | AU $17.99 | NZ $18.99 | UK £9.99 |

Join Finn and his little sister in this book
about creativity as they fix broken objects
to make new inventions.

« Teaches kids to explore different methods of
creativity and taking care of items

= Encourages kids to see things from others

perspective, not just their own

www.wombatrhiza.com.au



Join Marty and
his friends in
educational

adventures to
help them to
understand

allergies, asthma

Katrina Roe & Leigh Hedstrom

PICTURE BOOKS

WOMBAT BOOKS | 32pp | 600 words | Hardback | 4 to 8 years| AU $19.99 | NZ $24.99

Marty's Nut-free Party (9781921633362 | JAN 2012): Marty loved to
party. He was the first to arrive and the last to leave. That was before
Marty found out that peanuts make him sick. Really sick. Parties aren't
so much fun for Marty now that he keeps ending up in hospital. How can
Marty and his friends make their parties safe and fun for everybody?

Emily Eases Her Wheezes (9781925139129 | JUL 2014): If Emily tries to
play basketball, she ends up puffing. What can you do when asthma stops
you from playing with your friends? Join Emily and their friends in this new
adventure to help them to understand asthma in a fun and entertaining way.

Gemma Gets the Jitters (9781925563139 | JAN 2017): Gemma has a
new camera! She is visiting the mountains and wants to get the perfect
photo. But at the top of the lookout, Gemma gets the jitters. Will she let her
fear of heights stop her from achieving her dream? Join Gemma and their
friends as they help Gemma overcome her jitters.

« Teaches kids about real life health issues,

such as allergies, asthma and anxiety with
fun and appealing characters.

» Marty was shortlisted in the Speech

Pathology Awards 2013. % i

« Emily was a notable book in the CBCA

« Children learn to identify and respond to Eve Pownall Award 2015.

and anxiety.

big emotions.

Even in times
of sadness,
beauty and joy
can be found
all around us.

W

LILY'S BALLOON
Katrina Roe &
Helene Magisson

9781925563399 | WOMBAT BOOKS |

500 words | Hardback | 4 to 6 years |
JUL 2018 | AU $19.99 | NZ $24.99

+ A hopeful story about letting go of
loss, pain and disappointment

» Shows how we are all connected,
even when we can't see it.

« A gentle lesson in perspective and
learning to see the bigger picture

Hiding
inside you is
a great gift
waiting to be
discovered.

HARRISON'S SONG
Harrison Craig &
Ann-Marie Finn

( HARRISON'S
SONG

9781925563115 | WOMBAT BOOKS |
300 words | Paperback | 3 to 8 years |
JAN 2017 | AU $16.99 | NZ $20.99

- Also in Hardback 9781925563122

= A positive message for kids of
overcome bullying and adversity
to achieve their dreams.

= The true story of Harrison Craig,
winner of The Voice Australia in

2013, who over came his stutter

and became a professional singer.

A humours
adventure in

@l yp
rhyme asking

~.  about God

- from a child'’s
e g perspective.
CAN GOD SEE ME

(2ND EDITION)
Penny Reeve &
Shannon Melville

9781761111587 | WOMBAT BOOKS |
200 words | Hardback | 4 to 6 years |
JUL 2024 | AU $12.99 | NZ $14.99 |
UK £7.99 | US $9.99 | CA $14.99

+ A book on a common question

young Christians have: Can God
see me?

» Colourful and humourous
illustrations that showcase the
wild imagination of children.

www.wombatrhiza.com




PICTURE BOOKS

QUICKLY! SLOWLY!
QUICKLY! SLOWLY!
T.M. Clark & T.M. Clark &

Helene Magisson Helene Magisson

9781761110832 | WOMBAT
BOOKS | 32pp | Hardback |
6 t0 10 years | JUL 2022 | AU $24.99

9781761110382 | WOMBAT
BOOKS | 32pp | Paperback |
6to 10 years | JUL 2022 | AU $14.99

Hetere Magisscn

i ke

Bongani wants to go to school but he is too
young. To prove to his family that he is big
and strong just like his cousins, he tries to
catch a monkey. Slowly, slowly, he must go.
Luckily his family is there to school him in
the lessons of patience and compassion.

Bongani has accepted he's too small to attend
school just yet. But he also doesn't want to be
chasing the animals away on his own either. He
decides he needs a scared crow to help him do this
important job. Luckily his family are there to school
him in the lessons of the difference between being
quick and being clever to catch a crow.

‘Softly, softly, catchee monkey’ was originally an Ashanti (Ghana) proverb quoted by Lord
Robert Baden-Powell, Founder of the Boy Scouts.

- Humorous and fun, with engaging art, this picture
book teaches about teamwork, learning from others
and aspects of other cultures.

THE INVISIBLE TREE SERIES

Kirrily Lowe & Henry Smith with Bronwyn Houston

« This beautifully illustrated picture book is the
sequel to CBCA Notable title Slowly, Slowly

WOMBAT BOOKS | 32pp | Paperback | 6 to 10 years | May 2013 to NOV 2021 | AU $19.99

The Invisible Tree is an inspirational series of children’s books that
capture core values that we all esteem in the life of children and adults!

9781925139143

OTHERS IN
THE SERIES

Joy | 9781922074850
Love | 9781922074829

FAITHFULNESS: One day | heard a
royal command, to build a castle tall and
grand. And to this mission | said yes,
this castle would be a great success.

PEACE: Polly finds Peace in a storm,
surprising as it may seem. They ride the
waves together, and fly like in a dream.

GOODNESS: 'l went on an adventure
to a land called Good, if you've never
been there, | think you should’

LOVE: A little person learns about
what we all need most. He learns

Patience | 9781921632587 about receiving love and giving it away.
Goodness | 9781925563559 And as he learns something special is
Kindness | 9781925139723 growing on the inside!

JOY: A young girl is on a quest to find
her joy! Is it under the apple tree, is it
out to sea, or is it in something that we
cannot see? A message for little ones
and big ones - where do we go to find
joy when we have lost it?

PATIENCE: Sam is tired of waiting so
long, his waiting heart is not so strong.
Until patience grows down deep inside
and joins him on the waiting ride.

KINDNESS: A little girl learns about
the greatest gift of all. Kindness is
something she wants to keep but on
her journey, she realises kindness is
something you have to give away.
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EARLY READERS

PEPPER MASALAH SERIES

Rosanne Hawke & Jasmine Berry

WOMBAT BOOKS | 72pp | 7,000 words | Paperback | 6 to 10 years | MAR 2023 | AU $11.99 |
NZ $12.99 | UK £7.99 | US $8.99 | CA $12.99

A boy and his clever cat fly on an ancient carpet having
fantastical adventures where they land.

The Flying Carpet (9781761111105 | MAR 2023): A fierce storm sweeps
Zamir and his cat Pepper Masalah away upon their ancient carpet. After
flying far from home, they crash-land in the Arabian Peninsula. Pepper and
Zam make a friend but it's not enough to escape the local camel traders.
How will they escape? Can they make the carpet fly again?

The Temple of Cats (9781761111143 | JUL 2023): Pepper Masalah's flying
carpet lands in Ancient Egypt where Pepper and Zam are taken to a temple
full of cats by a girl called Tabia. Pepper is in danger as the people want to
make her into a mummy as she is so special. To make it worse the carpet has
floated away on the Nile and Pepper and Zam are stuck in time.

The Giant Bird (9781761111204 | NOV 2023): The carpet is shot at over
Afghanistan and the Simurgh (a giant bird from Persian folklore) snatches
Pepper from the carpet to feed her young when they hatch. The carpet is
disorientated without Pepper and disappears after Zam falls off. He makes
the long climb up the mountain to find Pepper. How will they get home to
Australia without the carpet?

The Disappearing Rope (9781761111624 | JUL 2024 ): The carpet flies
Pepper Masalah and Zamir back in time to find its original owner in Moghul
India, who is none other than the ailing Emperor Shah Jahan. Zam is accused
of stealing the carpet and thrown in the dungeon. How will Pepper and her
new friends rescue him? And how can they return home without the carpet?
They are lost in time.

The Kashmiri Princess (9781761111730 | NOV 2024 ): In the present
day, the carpet flies Pepper Masalah and Zamir to Kashmir and lands in
the aftermath of an earthquake. When Pepper is kidnapped and locked in
an animal shelter by some thieves, she meets a woman named Jani, who
reminds her of Zamir's Dadi. Will Pepper and her new friends find a way to
escape? Or will Jani's secret change everything?

» Teaching kids the « A story that emphasises « Fantastical adventure
value of kindness and the power of true introducing the cultures
self-giving. Themes of friendship and the across Asia and the
bravery, compassion, and important role pets play in Middle East, matching the
selflessness. the development of some school curriculum for the

young children age group.
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EARLY READERS

AMANDA COMMANDER SERIES
Coral Vass & Heidi Cooper Smith

WOMBAT BOOKS | 72pp | 7,000 words | Paperback | 6 to 10 years | AU $12.99 | NZ $14.99 |
UK £8.99 | US $9.99 | CA $14.99

-
Coral Vass 47,

i CooperSnth The Dolphin Squad always has a plan for any problem that comes their
way but things don’t always turnout the way they expected.

AMANDA
COMMANDER

PinkyPromise The Purple Invitation (9781761110771 | MAR 2022): It's OPERATION

1 INVITATION! Amanda tries everything to make Eve like her and get an invitation
her party, until she finally learns it's more important to be kind, not for what you
can get but because of who you are.

g
AMANDA The Pinky Promise (9781761110788 | JUN 2022): It's OPERATION CROSS

e - COUNTRY! Eventhough she is competitive, Amanda learns it is more important
Yellot Dress to show kindness to others than win.

The Yellow Dress (9781761110795 | SEP 2022): It's OPERATION DISCO
‘ DRESS! In their mission to get Eve to wear a different coloured dress, however,
e the Dolphin Squad find that there might be something amazing to be had out

of wearing the same dress...

AMANDA
COMMANDER

Bles 03 Tuesday The Blues Day Tuesday (9781761111266 | MAR 2024): It's OPERATION

5 WELCOME BACK! When Amanda returns to school after a sick day, fitting
back in with her friend group is hard. Amanda decides, with the help of the
Dolphin Squad, to go out of her way and include everyone. But how will she
ensure no one else has a blues day, like she did?

The Green-Eyed Monster (9781761111341 | OCT 2024): It's OPERATION
SCHOOL PRODUCTION! When Amanda and her friends encourage Rosie to
try out for the school play, a 'green-eye monster’ tries to discourage Rosie and
sabotage the play. Can Amanda and the Dolphin Squad help Rosie and save the
show?

= A charming story about a Amanda and = Series promotes kindness, loyalty,
her faithful friends as she explores some and friendship and instilling values of
important learning moments at school inclusion, compassion, empathy, positive

friendships, and inclusi
» Teaches kids valuable life lessons like: be riendships, anhc Incilision

kind not for personal gain but out of love; » Great series with smaller chapters to boost
empathy and self-sacrifice for people in confidence in young/beginner readers
need
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EARLY READERS

RUBY WISHFINGERS
Deborah Kelly & Leigh Hedstrom

WOMBAT BOOKS | 96pp | 10,000 words | Paperback | 6 to 10 years | MAR 2016 to
OCT 2017 | AU $9.99

Deborah Kely

peborh Kelly

Ruby Wishfingers is an ordinary girl with an extraordinary name.
Only nobody else seems to think so. That is until Ruby Wishfingers
wakes up with a strange feeling in the tips of her
fingers. She soon finds out that there is far more to
being a Wishfingers than having a funny name!

peborah Kelly

An ordinary girl with a extraordinary name. When
her fingers start to tingle she knows a magical
adventure is about to begin.

= A humorous series about an oridnary girl with an

9781925563269 . . R L )
extraordinary gift—magical wishing fingers!

9781925139938 9781925563160

« Teaches kids to be careful what they wish for and
the unintended side effects of acting rashly

- Teaches kids about coping with changes in the
home such as new siblings, difficult relatives and the
struggles of growing up

« Skydancer’s Escape was a notable book in .
the CBCA Book of the Year Awards 2017

SEA GLASS JERRY'S WINDOW

Rebecca Fraser Y. K. Willemse

9781761111402 | WOMBAT BOOKS | 156pp |
33,000 words | Paperback | 7 to 12 years |
APR 2024 | AU $14.99 | NZ $16.99 |

UK £9.99 | US $12.99 | CA $15.99

» Taking ownership of mistakes and problem-solving
from a child's perspective

9781761111075 | WOMBAT BOOKS |
112pp | 22,000 words | Paperback |
7to 12 years | MAR 2023 | AU $14.99 |
NZ $16.99 | UK £8.99

S WilleMEe

Ten-year-old Jerry is a troublemaker. Setting
off stink bombs, flooding mum'’s laundry, and

When Cailin must spend Christmas at her
eccentric grandfather's shack at Whitefoam

Cove, her holiday plans are ruined. Cailin
barely remembers him. Memories of her
father are everywhere—and worse, she left
her cricket bat at home! She's set for the
worst summer ever, until she learns treasure
can be found in the most unexpected places!

A coming-of-age story celebrating the
importance of family.

+ Follows the reconnection between a grandchild
and an estranged grandparent. Explores healing
family relationships, and grief.
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causing mayhem on the bus. One day a window
appears beneath mum’s washing line filled with
hungry monsters looking for Jerry. The monsters
don't have an appetite for good children, so Jerry
must change his ways. But he can only fool them
for so long...

A humourous tale of a mischievous boy
and his close call with monsters.

+ Has positive messages about listening to your parents
and treating others with respect. Explores family
conflict, showing kids that most families aren't perfect.

www.wombatrhiza.com.au




NIOR FICTION

—m - RIZ CHESTER SERIES
RIZ CHESTER R. A. StephenS & Em Hammond

WOMBAT BOOKS | 90pp | 9,000 words | Paperback | 6+ years | AU $12.99 | NZ $12.99 | UK £8.99

Riz Chester is an average 10-year-old girl with a passion for forensics.
Her unique observational skills help Riz and her friends to solve
puzzling mysteries.

The Counterfeit Bust (9781761111181 | MAY 2023): Riz Chester is an average
10-year-old girl who is particularly observant. When she finds out about a
counterfeit ring, can she use her powers of observation to work out who is
behind it? Will the police officers even believe her?

The Fingerprint Code (9781761111280 NOV 2023): Something is missing
from the music room. Riz and her friends break out her new forensics kit and
set out to uncover the truth. Who left the fingerprint in the music room?

The Evidence Track (9781761111556 | SEP 2024): Riz and her friends itching
for a mystery to solve, but nothing has happened for months. So Riz organises
the perfect ‘match-the-tracks’ party for her friends. How could an innocent
party get them into trouble?

- Realistic forensic investigations for kids - A relatable group of characters using
problem solving and data analysis to
uncover unique mysteries

« Neurodivergent female protagonist

THE SECRET SCIENCE SOCIETY IN SPACE -
Kathy Hoopmann, Josie Montano & Ann-Marie Finn science
In Syace\!

9781761110092 | WOMBAT BOOKS | 108pp | 10,480 words | Paperback | 8+ years | JUN 2023 |
AU $12.99 | NZ $14.99 | UK £7.99 | US $9.99 | CA $14.99

The Secret Science Society need to come up with a prize-winning experiment.
Do they really build a rocket ship to put a dog in space? And will they solar-
brate a win at the Science Expo? Zane's mystery modifications can only lead S/OS™
to one thing: An astronomical DISASTER! But ssssshhhhh, the ending is out of this world.

« Depicts various forms of neurodiversity from a = A science and space themed story for children with
neurodivergent child’s perspective a relatable comedic twist
AECINRGIESEEN SPECTACULAR EXPERIMENT
e B 9781925563764 | WOMBAT BOOKS | Mona likes to moan. Kiki is a worry-wart.
sc.ence 108pp | 10,000 words | Paperback | Bart loves following rules. And Zane HATES
SN gy vears | AUG 2019 | AU $12.99 | following rules. When the four of them are put

NZ $14.99 | UK£7.99 | US $9.99 | CA $14.99  into The Secret Science Society together, this
could only mean one thing: DISASTER!

sssshhhh, the ending is a secret

21| Junior Fiction www.wombatrhiza.com.au




MIDDLE FICTION

THE THING ABOUT OLIVER i . .
Deborah Kelly I : | -

9781925563818 | WOMBAT BOOKS | 132pp | 30,000 words | Paperback | 10+ years |
JAN 2019 | AU $14.99 | NZ $17.99

Twelve-year-old Tilly dreams of becoming a marine scientist, but she ABDu[

doesn't even own a swimsuit. She lives in a drought-stricken town
with her mum and younger brother Oliver, who has autism. Oliver's
meltdowns are making life unbearable. He needs so many different
kinds of therapy that there's never any time, or money, left over for 5 <
swimming lessons. Tilly knows Oliver's needs have to come first, but it's | ;’»2,// @bgmh,@y:
hard feeling invisible all the time. When Mum announces that they are o=
moving to the Queensland coast, Tilly is excited at the thought of finally learning to swim - even
snorkel! But she is also worried. The thing about Oliver is, he can't cope with even the tiniest of
changes to his routine. It isn't long before the cracks begin to show. Could so many changes all
at once threaten to shatter the whole family?

The Thing About Oliver is a middle-grade novel centred on twelve-year-old Tilly and her brother
Oliver, who has Autism Spectrum Disorder. This story is perfect for helping children to understand
and accept neurodiversity.

Could so many changes all at once threaten to shatter the whole family?

- Explores neurodiversity and it's effect on the = Short-listed: CBCA Award 2020. Short-listed:
whole family, with a particular focus on ‘glass Speech Pathology Award 2019. Winner: Family
children’ phenomina; children who feel ignored or Therapy Award 2020

overshadowed by their special needs siblings.
ver W y thelr speci bing = The Thing About Oliver is currently being used in the

« Promote themes of acceptance, patience and NSW school cirriculum and can be found in school
understanding. libraries through NSW.

A ROOM FOR RYEL

Emma Cameron

9781761111358 | WOMBAT BOOKS | 148pp | 27,800 words | Paperback | 9 to 12 years |
MAR 2024 | AU $14.99 | NZ $16.99 | UK £9.99 | US $12.99 | CA $15.99

When Ryel and his dad move into a three-bedroom house with Lonnie and
her two sons Darcy and Harry, Ryel is forced to share a room. Although the
boys are friends at school, living together provides a new set of challenges
and Ryel can barely sleep at night. Luckily, the annual sockey tournament
at school is coming up. The boys make a deal. Whoever ranks highest in
the competition gets the empty room all to himself. Despite losing in the end, Ryel realises
sharing isn't so bad.

EMMA CRMERON

A story of adapting to change, a new family, and learning to compromise.
« A relatable and fun family drama with realistic family dynamics exploring the impact of blended families.

» Themes of family, change, compromise, and unlikely friendships.
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MIDDLE FICTION

WOMBAT BOOKS | 192pp |
50,000 words | Paperback | 10+ years | MAY 2020 |
AU $16.99 | NZ $20.99
Lola is always in the middle on the
netball court. But netball is not the
only situation she is always stuck in the
middle of. Can she ever stand up for
herself? Or will she always be stuck in
the middle?

+ Teaching middle fiction readers valuable life lessons
like: be considerate to others; take responsibility for
your actions; how to stand up for yourself; treat other
the way you want to be treated

9781761110405

9781925563443

LOLA IN THE LSO HOW NOT TO
MIDDLE SERIES BE POPULAR
Cecily Anne Cecily Anne
Paterson Paterson
9781925563900| 9781925563658 |

WOMBAT BOOKS | 192pp |
50,000 words | Paperback | 10+ years |
MAR 2019 | AU $16.99 | NZ $20.99

Maddie has a decision to make. How
far will she go to be popular? Will she
be able to live with the guilt when
she finally has everything she's been
hoping for?

Fluttering mascara eyelashes, hilarious antics with chickens, netball state finals, and no
toilet paper and missing puppies! It's never a dull moment for the kids of Kangaroo Valley.

« Relatable and fun stories featuring young girls
navigating their personal struggles in school and at
home and growing from their experiences.

THE FIRST TACKLE
Rikki-Lee Arnold

9781761110818 | WOMBAT BOOKS |
148pp | Paperback | 8 to 12 years |
MAR 2022 | AU $14.99 | NZ $16.99

Daniella Murphy is on a mission. All she has
ever wanted to do is play rugby league, just
like her three brothers. But when a scary
accident threatens to derail her dreams
altogether, even Dani is ready to admit defeat.
Will she ever be able to prove that she can do
exactly what the boys can do?

The message is clear - girls don't play footy.
With the help of a newfound hero, Dani's
going to show everybody that they're wrong

« A story about breaking
boundaries and
standing out from the
crowd.

- A message for young
girls that don't fit
into conventional
stereotypes
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THE CHRONICLES
OF KLARIN

Andrew Lansdown

9781925563580 | WOMBAT BOOKS |
394pp | Paperback | 8 to 12 years |
OCT 2018 | AU $24.99 | NZ $26.99

When the unlikely hero, Colyn, finds a knife
with mysterious powers, he opens a door to
a fascinating otherworld, Klarin. There he is
attacked by dragons and defended by warriors.
Colyn meets Yasni, a girl who helps him in his
dangerous quest to stop the dragons from
gaining a new power that threatens his world.

A tale of the bonds that bring us together
when terrors threaten to tear us apart.

- For the first time, Andrew Lansdown’s much-loved
fantasy novels With My Knife, Dragonfox and The
Red Dragon are bound into one omnibus edition.

www.wombatrhiza.com




MIDDLE FICTION

SPIRALS AND STARS
* KATC GORDON,

GRACE THE AMAZING

Aleesah Darlison

9781761111174 | WOMBAT BOOKS |
140pp | 38,014 words | Paperback |
8+ years | MAY 2024 | AU $14.99 |
NZ $16.99 | UK £9.99 | US $11.99 |
CA $14.99

Grace Marshall is a curious,
precocious, and eccentric young eleven-year-
old. But when Grace learns her only true friend
and art teacher, Pamela, is dying, she embarks
on a journey to find a cure using miraculous
magic. While doing so she asks the big
questions about life, love, friendship, and death.

Original and endearing, filled with
laughter, tears, and relatable childhood
moments that will forever be in your heart.

« Fiery, independent, indomitable female lead who

tackle ussues of self-control, anger management,
emotional regulation, and positive mental health.

Kate Gordon

9781761111709 | WOMBAT BOOKS |
224pp | 50,000 words | Paperback |
10 to 14 years | SEP 2024 |

AU $16.99 | NZ $19.99 | UK £10.99 |
US $13.99 | CA $18.99

Behind everything is a secret
from Beth's past. A secret so terrible it stays
with her, making the spirals come. Is that why
Ashlee doesn't want to be friends? Is that why
Mum avoids her? When the strange, new, nerdy
kid, Jools, befriends Beth, she is swept up into
the School Nerd Club. Can a nerdy girl with
mismatched socks, a rebellious punk, a popular
boy and a science fiction movie help set it right?

A timeless '90s story about friendship,
finding your place in the world.
» Showcases common issues kids such as coming of

age, popularity, and prejudice. A subtle exploration
of neurodiversity through popular “nerd” culture.

TEMORA AND
THE WORD-
SNATCHERS

Kate Gordon

9781761110122 | WOMBAT BOOKS |
276pp | 80,000 words | Paperback | 10+ years | MAY 2023 |
AU $19.99 | NZ $24.99 | UK £12.99 | US $16.99 | CA $22.99

Temora Murphy lives in an immaculate house,
with a controlling mother. The only other
children she sees are the “shining” girls her
mother selects for her as friends. Girls who
tease her for her size and shyness. To escape,
she reads books about adventure and magic.
Then, on her twelfth birthday, Temora makes a
wish that will alter her life forever.

« Portal fantasy with a female lead and a cast of
characters that challenges conventional stereotypes.
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A diverse portal fantasy, for fans of “magical schoo
inclusive read and a protagonist who does not fit into society’s boxes.

TEMORA AND
THE DREAMERS

Kate Gordon

9781761110153 | WOMBAT BOOKS |
280pp | 80,000 words | Paperback |
10+ years | SEP 2023 | AU $19.99 |

NZ $24.99 | UK £12.99 | US $16.99 | CA $22.99

Temora Tempest is in Writungeard, a student
at Lyfthelm Tower, but things aren't as well as
the Literi would have them believe. Because
Rider Marr is on the loose and it's up to
Temora and her friends to uncover his sinister
plans and protect the realm and the Dreamers.

I"

books looking for a more modern,

« Story premise that connects with a love of reading

and the escape that stories can bring.
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KEEPER OF THE

ARCHIVES
Lynne Stringer

HNNE‘*\NBF:‘
uy

s .

9781761111563 | RHIZA EDGE |
256pp | 70,000 words | Paperback |
14+ years | SEP 2024 | AU $22.99 |
NZ $26.99 | UK £12.99 | US $17.99 |
CA $24.99

What if they can't stop Izrod? Will his
crimes mean the end of Sendirian City?

KEEPER

OF THE

ARCHIVES

After their home in Sendirian City burns to
cinders, Eden Fittell gets a job to support
her family. But the city is being stalked by
the freakish Izrod, who is kidnapping people
off the street. When Eden starts work at the
government's Archives, will she be safe

+ Strong themes of seeing people for who they really
are, overcoming obstacles for the greater good.

« Powerful messages of surviving toxic family
members and gaining a sense of self-worth.

SIGNAL ERASED

Adele Jones

9781761111433 | RHIZA EDGE |
224pp | 60,000 words | Paperback |
13to 18 years | APR 2024 |

AU $19.99 | NZ $22.99 | UK £10.99 |
US $14.99 | CA $19.99

Unseen and unheard, Anna knows time is
running short.

People say Anna Faraday's singing changes
them, but she never imagined this to be literal.
When the most romantic night of her life turns
to disaster, she is forced to sing in a secret
frequency-based physics experiment that
goes wrong and is left fading from existence.
Desperate, she seeks help from the last guy
she ever thought she'd ask.

- Engaging, fast-paced action and adventure around
a unique science-fiction premise.

- A satisfying teen romance, relatable characters and
deeper themes that connect with the soul.

VERINDON
Lynne Stringer

LYNNE STRINGER "

9781761111044 | RHIZA EDGE | 512pp |
180,000 words | Paperback | 14+ years |
JUL 2023 | AU $26.99 | NZ $28.99 |

UK £14.99 | US $19.99 | CA $26.99

Sarah Fenhardt thinks she's human,
but her real home is a galaxy away.

Sarah Fenhardt is living an ordinary life in
high school, trying to hide her crush on Dan
Bradfield, who is dating her best friend. But
when tragedy strikes, her life is turned upside
down. Sarah is desperate to uncover the truth,
but it takes her to another galaxy and changes
everything she believes about who she is.

« The Verindon trilogy—The Heir, The Crown and The
Reign—combined into one convenient omnibus.

- Teaching lessons of expectation, determination and
resilience.
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IMMORTAL
MISTAKE

Adele Jones

9781761110085 | RHIZA EDGE |
Paperback | 13 to 18 years | AUG 2023 |
AU $19.99 | NZ $19.99 | UK £10.99 |

US $14.99 | CA $19.99

Aussie teenager, Rennie Parker, is thrust
into a world of forced experimentation in a
quest for immortality and control.

« A young adult near-science fiction story exploring
the difficult issues of domestic violence, substance
abuse, bioethics, trafficking, and youth crime.

« This fast-paced thriller is a journey of belonging that
explores complex family relationships, acceptance,
and self-worth. Despite the gritty elements, this
story has a resolution that is ultimately hopeful.

www.wombatrhiza.com.au




STEPPING SIDEWAYS B a
Edited by Emily Larkin & [l
Lynne Stringer

9781761111785 | RHIZA EDGE | 220pp |
60,000 words | Paperback | 12+ years |
OCT 2024 | AU $18.99 | NZ $21.99 |
UK £12.99 | US $14.99 | CA $19.99

A circus is not all it seems. A monster ...
and opportunity ... waits in ocean mists.
A friendship is out of time. A group of kids
escape scavenger dogs in a brutal world. A
water sprite is far from home. And a machine
generates romance. A steampunk and
dystopian anthology by Australian authors,
sure to transport you into worlds of danger
and wonder.

12 short stories await in this steampunk and
dystopian anthology, sure to transport you
into worlds of danger and wonder.

CROSSED SPACES

Edited by Lynne Stringer
& R. A. Stephens

9781761110283 | RHIZA EDGE | 240pp |
67,000 words | Paperback | 13+ years |
MAR 2021 | AU $16.99

A handsome clockmaker fixes a broken time
machine to help a cursed lady. A girl bonds
with her new technological helper and sees
in him a personality and a soul. A boy finds
his whole life changing when his best friend
writes in a mysterious notebook. A crew
aboard a settlement spaceship discover that
sleeping passengers have gone missing.

17 short stories where humanity is pushed
to its limit and forced to question what is
most important in life.

THROUGH THEIR

EYES le]}()UGH
Edited by Amanda Deed, K&
Cindy Williams & R. A. AL
Stephens el

9781761111150 | RHIZA EDGE | 190pp | 47,000 words |
Paperback | 12+ years | OCT 2023 | AU $19.99 |
NZ $22.99 | UK £12.99 | US $14.99 | CA $19.99

From Noah's Flood to the imprisonment of
Paul the Apostle and everything in between,
come on a journey through Bible times from
the eyes of characters you may or may not
recognise. Whether there is conflict, danger,
emotional struggles, amazing miracles, or
perhaps even an annoying dog, all must face
decisions and all experience life-changing
encounters.

13 short stories that take you on a journey
through Bible times, seen through the eyes
of characters you may or may not recognise.

THE OPPOSITEOF 3
DISAPPEARING |+
Edited by Laura Norris S
& R. A. Stephens CEPPERRING

ammummms
ARASTEPHENS

9781761110290 | RHIZA EDGE | 176pp |

40,000 words | Paperback | 13+ years | SEP 2021 |

AU $16.99

A couple wakes to a day where the sun refuses
to rise. Two housemates, reeling from the loss
of their friend, are saddled with the care of a
pot plant. A new student attempts to include
herself in the worst known environment: a
new school. A girl, lost in time, adapts to the
new normal.

14 short stories that explore connectivity,
resilience, grief and the small ways to
navigate the uncertainties of life.
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THE TEMPUS
IMPERIUM

Juliet A. Paine

9781761111648 | WOMBAT BOOKS |
312pp | 80,000 words | Paperback |
13+ years | AUG 2024 | AU $22.99 |
NZ $26.99 | UK £12.99 | US $17.99 | CA $24.99

JULIETA. PAINE

When Charlie's grandmother is murdered,
she is plunged into the world of the Temporal
Sinistrum. An organisation of time travellers
tasked with maintaining the historical timeline.
Her grandmother used to be a star agent, and
Charlie must solve the mystery in an adventure
that takes her from 1966 Australia to a post-
apocalyptic Los Angeles.

The end justifies the means. The many over
the few. Charlie knows time travel has rules
but what happens when you break one?

« A global time travel adventure that starts in Australia,
and moves to the United States, Russia, China and
England as the heroine travels from the past to a post-
apocalyptic future.

« The novel is a reminder of the importance of
grandparents, and that sacred bond they have with
their grandchildren.

SUMMER CHANGE
Melissa Wray

9781761111211 | RHIZA EDGE | 240pp |
60,000 words | Paperback | 14 to 18 years |
OCT 2023 | AU $19.99 | NZ $19.99 |

UK £10.99 | US $14.99 | CA $18.99

MELISSA WRAY

A secret. A holiday. A Summer like never
before. Shae knows her parents are keeping
something from her and is determined to find
out what. But nothing can prepare her for
what they are hiding. A coming-of-age story
about 17-year-old Shae who is learning that
relationships, deception, secrets and love can
all blend together and change everything.

Shae’s world will never be the same again
by summer’s end.

= Significant plot line that offers mystery, intrigue,
twists and a satisfying ending.

= Contemporary fiction
that is relatable for the
audience.

= Well developed, broad
range and intricately
linked cast of characters.

DUST MAKERS B

Edited by Penny Jaye
& R. A. Stephens

9781761111006 | RHIZA EDGE | 160pp |
40,000 words | Paperback | 13+ years |
OCT 2022 | AU $19.99 | NZ $22.99

Dust Makers is a collection about our impact
on the world around us. With a focus on simple
sustainability, care for the environment and for
each other, these stories consider the impact
we have on the spaces we live in and the
legacy we leave for the future.

13 short stories that tackle themes of
sustainability, caring for the environment,
and the legacy we leave for one another.
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WISH ME GONE

D. J. Blackmore

9781761111051 | RHIZA EDGE | 256pp |
70,000 words | Paperback | 13+ years |
SEP 2022 | AU $19.99 | NZ $19.99

Up close, the heritage listed house is nothing
but a beautiful disaster, but while there are
acres of orange trees to lose herself amongst,
Isabella realises there's no escaping the
new school. But when intolerance towards
Damaska and her family—whom Isabella’s
family has hired to help—opens the homestead
gates, the threat to both families becomes real.

Four lives become intertwined, as they
all try to find a place they call home.

- A suspenseful read involving current issues such as
romance and friendship, racial prejudice, poverty,
and culture clashes. Authentic characters to connect
with a great ending.

www.wombatrhiza.com.au




MEMPHIS GRACE

Catriona McKeown

9781925563719 | RHIZA EDGE | 240pp |
80,000 words | Paperback | 15+ years |
OCT 2019 | AU $19.99 | NZ $24.99

Graceland finds herself noticed by
Cooper Dally. Popular boy and Mikaela's ex-boyfriend.
Now she's the centre of attention: big parties, new
dresses and girlfriend to Cooper. Graceland is finally
changing her stars. But Cooper has expectations
Graceland can't meet. And when the truth behind
Mikaela's leaving comes out, Graceland realises
Cooper might not be the guy she thought he was.

Serious issues such as rape and sexual assault
dealt with a gentle yet realistic hand.

« A determined main character with strong ideals about
what is right and wrong, but struggles with the AAﬁ,
impact of a broken family. =n.c

THE BOY IN
THE HOODIE

Catriona McKeown

9781925563207 | RHIZA

EDGE | 232pp | 65,800 words |
Paperback | 15+ years |

NOV 2017 | AU $19.99 | NZ $24.99

One girl. One boy. And a friendship that
could save them both .. An unlikely
friendship forms between Kat and the
boy in the hoodie. When she discovers

« Winner of the Family Therapy Awards:Older Readers 2020

a sinister truth he's been hiding, she
somehow feels compelled to help him—
but at what cost? And how much is she
willing to risk in order to keep him safe?

A real and unforgettable story about
past scars and how the ones we love
can sometimes heal them.

EVACUATION ROAD
HM Waugh

9781761110351 | RHIZA EDGE | 268pp |
70,000 words | Paperback | 13+ years |
AUG 2021 | AU $19.99 | NZ $24.99 |
UK £10.99

Eva is far from home when everything goes
wrong. And then it gets even worse. Her
evacuation bus leaves her behind, stranded
with classmates she barely knows. The chase
is on. But South America is big, and the old
rules are changing quickly. This is the road trip
Eva never knew she needed. This is the race for
the last flight home.

The chase is on.
This is the race for the last flight home.

- Easy-flowing narrative with a slow-building romance,
perfect for young adult readers

» Notable book for
the CBCA Book of
the Year Awards 2022

- Suspense will keep
readers on the edge of
their seat

WITHIN THE

WARD
Emily Larkin

9781761110221 | RHIZA EDGE |
292pp | 80,000 words | Paperback |
15+ years | OCT 2021 | AU $19.99 |
NZ $24.99

Paige is immersed in a dream reality called
‘the Journey'. If patients finish then they can
go home. Secrets are exposed as Paige
bonds with other teens who don't belong.
The Journey is meant to be a cure - but Paige
discovers dark forces within the hospital, and
thatthe dream reality is the stuff of nightmares.
Paige and her friends have limited chances to
show progress. Can they escape the ward?
And can Paige find reasons to live?

Within the Ward deals with mental health
in a dystopian future.

« A story about overcoming hard times and finding
purpose
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FLYING BLIND

Rosanne Hawke

9781761110399 | RHIZA EDGE |
200pp | 50,000 words | Paperback |
13+ years | FEB 2022 | AU $17.99 |
NZ $21.99

15-year-old Essie is missing her dad; her
friend at school is treating her strangely and
a new boy with an army of siblings moves
into their coastal town from the Outback.
If this isn't enough to deal with, a junior
lifesaver sweeps her out of the sea after
sighting a fin. It was just a dolphin, so she
wasn't really in trouble. Does that mean he
likes her?

Sometimes trying to fit in will lead
to blind loyalties before we can
recognise our true friends.

» Coming of age story exploring volatile
relationships, gaslighting and manipulation, the
effects of abusive high school friendships, and
remembering who your true friends are.

SERENDIB:
WHITE PLAGUE

Patricia Weerakoon

9781761111051 | RHIZA EDGE | 256pp |
80,000 words | Paperback | 14+ years |
OCT 2022 | AU $22.99 | NZ $29.99

The world of 2030 teeters on the brink of
disaster. A super-spreading virus is damaging
the brains people of one particular race. White
people. To find a cure in time to save the world,
young Stephen has to accept the help of dark-
skinned Ally, a telekinetic girl from 2131. But he
must first show himself worthy. And this may
kill him.

Can a coloured girl from 2131 help a white boy
in 2030 bring healing and harmony to his world
divided by racial disharmony and reeling from
a super-virus infecting white people only?

« Follows the character development of a young man

from entitled arrogant teenager to self-sacrificial
altruistic world leader.

OUT OF THE CAGES
Penny Jaye

i,

Oul s
9781925563412 | RHIZA EDGE | 272pp | T aa(%eu
71,000 words | Paperback | 15+ years |
JAN 2018 | AU $19.99 | NZ $24.99

Fifteen-year-old Meena has given up all hope
of ever escaping the brothel. When a botched
police raid offers her a chance at freedom,
Meena must face the truth about her past. As
she attempts to piece her life back together, the
memories she has buried deep inside begin to
resurface. Meena realises escaping the brothel
is only the beginning of what it means to be free.

= Winner of Young Adult Fiction of the 2019 CALEB Prize

- Powerful book on the complexissue  ~>
of child sex trafficking. A " L,
challenging read focussing  S0Mmetimes it's
on the emotional trauma  ourselves we need

without being too explicit to trust again...”

EMPIRE'S CHILDREN = o
Patricia Weerakoon .

9781925139303 | RHIZA PRESS | 233pp |
90,000 words | Paperback | 15+ years |

JAN 2015 | AU $24.99 | NZ $29.99 BEST SELIER

Tragedy, grief and separation threaten Shiro
and shackle Lakshmi in the bondage of
class distinction. When Anthony takes over
management of the plantation, he discovers
the truth about his family's dealings with the
locals. Can Anthony'’s love of justice set right
the wrongs of the past?

On the Sri Lankan tea fields in particular,
the English are masters.

= An engaging love story with unexpected turns, with
themes of deceit, honour, loyalty, and forgiveness
woven in with a message of chasing your dreams
even when it seems impossible.
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CAN'T BEAT THE
CHEMISTRY

Kat Colmer

9781925563696 | RHIZA EDGE | 260pp |
77,000 words | Paperback | 13+ years |
APR 2019 | AU $19.99 | NZ $24.99

Kat Colmer

There are only two things MJ wants in her final
year of high school: 1) Glowing grades and ...
2) to convince Jason they'd be a winning team
outside the science lab as well as in. Tutoring
deadbeat drummer, Luke, isn't part of the plan.
But MJ learns that she could be tutored in a
few life lessons too. Sometimes you can't beat
the chemistry.

Human bonds can be hard to create but,
sometimes... you can't beat the chemistry.

« A story that challenges the reader’s definitions of
intelligence and dares them to look past stereotypes.

= “a brilliant, touching and hilarous romp.” - John Larkin

REMIND ME WHY |
I'M HERE

Kat Colmer

9781925563924 | RHIZA EDGE |
260pp | 70,000 words | Paperback |
14+ years | AUG 2020 | AU $16.99

Maya heads to a homestay at what she thinks
is beautiful Barangaroo—NOT Barangaroo
Creek! Instead it's 6 weeks of Hicksville hell.
Gus's summer plans did NOT include some girl
from the States her list of Aussie must-do’s. So
he plans a new list guaranteed to send her back
across the Pacific. But Maya doesn't scare that
easily. Sometimes it takes someone from half a
world away to remind you why you're here.

There are hidden depths to clichéd bucket-
lists and secret summer trips. Sometimes
it takes someone from half a world away to
remind you of all the reasons you're here.

GIRL RUNNING,
BOY FALLING

Kate Gordon

9781925563528 | RHIZA EDGE | 236pp |
50,000 words | Paperback | 15+ years |
OCT 2018 | AU $17.99 | NZ $21.99

Sixteen-year-old Therese lives in a small town
on a small island. Her Aunt Kath calls her Tiger.
Her friends call her Resey. The boy she loves
calls her Champ. She has always had her feet
on the ground. Running through high school,
but someone in her life is about to fall .. And
when he does, her perfect world falls with him.

A raw read about a girl and boy— who are
beautifully flawed.

« A tender coming of age narrative of living in the wake
of a suicide and the many ways in which we grieve

+ Notable for the CBCA Book of the
Year Awards 2019

‘THE COURTYARD

CHILDREN
Marija Poljak

9781925563962 | RHIZA EDGE | 224pp |
60,000 words | Paperback | 12+ years |
OCT 2020 | AU $16.99 | NZ $20.99

Mileva was raised on the values of brotherhood
and unity. Marko was born into a family
where love is earned, not given. Despite their
differences, the two grow to become best
friends. As the 1990s approach, Yugoslavia
begins to crumble and ethnic tensions arise.
No longer inseparable, their different cultural
backgrounds force Mileva and Marko apart.
Through tragic events Mileva struggles to make
sense of her identity as she attempts to salvage
all that is left of the life and love she once had.

Living is hard, yet life is sweet. My place
may have forgotten me, but | am still here.
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RHIZA PRESS

THE CAPTIVE'S SONG
Amanda Deed

9781761111464 | RHIZA PRESS | 300pp | 80,100 words | Paperback | Historical Romance | JUL 2024 |
AU $24.99 | NZ $26.99 | UK £14.99 | US $16.99 | CA $24.99

Freedom is a pipe dream. At least, that's what Olivia Cruikshank believes.

Six years as a convict transported to Van Diemen's Land has taught her
none can be trusted. Until Michael Reeve shows up — a prison guard unlike
any other. He acts like Olivia matters. Like her future matters.

Can Olivia learn to trust before it's too late? Will Mick's kindness lead to love, or will it be his
undoing?

The Captive’s Song is an Australian retelling of Rapunzel, complete with a tower, a braid
and a beautiful song.
« Christian messages about finding forgiveness, hope, « Afractured fairy tale - Rapunzel, told through a

joy, and your purpose in life when circumstances leave historical romance set in an Australian penal colony.
you angry and hopeless.

CENTRALTO ¢~ | THE SILK MERCHANT
2|

NOWHERE )" | OFSYCHAR

D. J. Blackmore i) Cindy Williams

9781925563641 | RHIZA PRESS | = B et 9781925563788 | RHIZA PRESS | 264pp |

67,000 words | Paperback | Rural ) 92,042 words | Paperback | Historical

Romance | APR 2019 | AU $24.99 Romance | NOV 2019 | AU $24.99

When Ivy steps over the cattle grid, reality hits. | One woman, five husbands and a weary rabbi
Capricorn Station is vast, desolate and Central || at the well who knows everything she ever
to Nowhere. But Ivy has come too far to back || did. Leah's skill at the loom and the secrets
out now, and is desperate to make this work. || of dye brings her renown among the Roman
Stockman Adam is equally determined she’s | women of wealth. Yet death and betrayal
going home ASAP. Itisn't long before vy notices || soon steal her security. Leah is determined to
there's more between them than the job. But | protect her family ... at any cost.

when Adam'’s past blows in unexpectedly, vy
realises too late that falling for him is bringing
back everything she is running from.

A story that weaves colour into the biblical
account of the woman at the well.

. - Afictional story set in biblical times about the
Ivy has only one summer on Capricorn woman at the well that explores of the complex
Station and it's passing way too fast. social issues women faced in early history.

Discover more Wombat/Rhiza titles by visiting our website:

NONMBATRHIZE VITA
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RHIZA SHORTS

RHIZA EDGE SEE PAGE9

MINIMAL WORDS.

LOOKING FOR FOR TEENS?

>

Check out our new teen novella list,

WHAT ARE RHIZA SHORTS?

Engaging and relatable stories written for teenagers
Simpler language with plots that are easier to follow
Shorter sentences and paragraphs

Lighter page density that gives a sense of achievement

These carefully crafted titles are a great choice for all readers.
From struggling or reluctant readers to busy teens just looking

for a quick yet impactful read.

Each story is also available in audiobook and ebook formats so
any reader can find a version that suits their individual needs.

Read more about each of these titles on page 9 to 11.

Find the full list of Rhiza Shorts on our website:
wombatrhiza.com.au/
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